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UMM research calls attention to plight
of Minnesota's fast vanishing native prairies

•

Minnesota's once vast native
prairie areas, especially those
identified with the western part
of the state, are fast shrinking
and are in danger of vanishing
forever. To help call attention to
the plight of these grasslands, a
research project intended to be
far reaching has been initiated at
UMM. One phase is a study of the
history of the prairies of Western
Minnesota which began this
spring. "The undertaking," said
project coordinator Ellen Ordway of the UMM Science and
Math faculty, "will provide an
interdisciplinary experience in
that it involves our students

working with the literature,
and
methodology
history,
biology of prairies, and with
instructors In both history and
the biological sciences."
Several students from an
historical research course
taught by Joseph F. Tripp are
familiarizing themselves with
the past use and management of
and attitudes towards prai-ries
through pursuing general source
materials, then will take their
investigations into the field to
discover all they can about the
history of particular prairie
plots. This investigation will
involve the use of several

research methods including the
rather new technique of oral
tape
utilizing
interviews
recorders. The tapes will
furnish the basis for papers to be
written later, and together both
will be deposited for future use
with both the prairie project and
the West Central Minnesota
Historical Research Center.
While native virgin prairie areas
are rapidly disappearing in this
part of the state, some still
remain. Dr. Ordway, who
defines a Western Minnesota
prairie as "a grassland that has
never been plowed although it
may have been grazed, burnt or
hayed," hopes the research will
get at several basic questions.
"What characterizes a prairie in
this area?" "How do you
recognize it?" "How does man's
activities affect it, and what are
the relationships of all the
this
in
living
organisms
habitat?" are some of the
questions researchers wi 11 ask.
"We want to know what the
people who live on and use the
land feel about it," said Dr.
Ordway. "What is the land ethic,
and how are people thinking
about land use? "More and more
pressure is being put on the
farmers to cultivate their land,"
the UMM biologist explained,
"and as a result, many more
native areas probably will go
under the plow.

Ellen Ordway ... she's concerned about our prairies

"If we can, by our studies, get
people to recognize what they
have in terms of native prairie
and that something totally
unique can be lost - probably
will be lost-then maybe we can
enable them to recognize the
value of what they have."

•
Priority list
is selected

Thanks for a very successful year for our Alumni Association.
Because of your support we have been able to initiate several new
projects that we feel will be of benefit to our Alumni and to the
present students of UMM. In order to enable us to expand our services to Alumni we have made plans to have a part time student
intern working with the Alumni Office and our Campus Committee
next Fall. This student will coordinate and help run Association
activities such as Homecoming, Spring Picnic, etc. One other
project we plan to try next year is initiation of a 'Campus Special
Project' fund. If a need develops on campus for a project, the Board
of Directors can appropriate some support for the project. In this
way we may show the Alumni's continued interest in UMM and we
will be giving support to projects that the Alumni feel are good for
UMM. So far about $600 has been contributed to the Herb Croom
Memorial Scholarship Fund. Your Board has decided to continue in
its effort to solicit contributions to the Fund, and for next year we
have budgeted money to supplement interest from the Fund in
order to provide a $100 scholarship for a UMM student. We hope in
the future to continue this until the Fund has a balance of at least
$2000 so it can be self-perpetuating. This eventually could become a
very sizable scholarship fund, and I hope each of you will consider
contributing. Your reaction to these projects will be appreciated.
I want to express my thanks to Pearl Johnson and Ron Hamm for.
their continued great service to the Association. This year has been
especially trying for them with the complications in computerizing
our mailing list. We were forced to drop printing of the Alumni
Directory this year because of delays, and I am sure some addresses
are still not correct. We feel, though, that we will have a much improved mailing procedure when the "bugs" are finally worked out.
We are deeply indebted to them for their efforts, and I hope next
year will be easier. Homecoming is October 25, 1975, so start planning now to attend! Special recognition and reunion plans will again,
be made for the 10 year graduates in the Class of '65. See you!
Bob Jamison

The Alumni Association Board of
Directors, at an April meeting in
St. Cloud, adopted a priority
schedule of Association sponsored projects for the coming
year to commence July l.
Le_ngthy discussion and consideration resulted in the
establishment of an "A", "B",
"C" schedule of priorities, and
the adoption of the following:
"A" Priority - continuation of
partial funding of the Morris
AlumNews, continuation of
partial sponsoring of the annual
Spring picnic for graduating
seniors, establishment of an
annual $100 scholarship to be
given in memory of the late Herb
Croom,
additional
improvements and additions to the
annual
Homecoming
celebration, establishment of a
student internship position for
the Alumni Office, establishment
of a campus projects fund,
partial reimbursement of expenses for Board members
participating in Association
business and meetings.
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FORMER STUDENTS

•

Kenneth Stark teaches agriculture at Litchfield, and will rec,eive his Masters of
Education in 1975.
Layna Eystad Han is living in Los Angeles
where she is an interior coordinator. She and
her husband, Woong, are the parents of a
daughter, Migee Marie, born March 15.
Beverly Adermann is a teacher in the
American School at Hawaii, Kuwait.
Janice Tonn Freeman and her husband,
Dennis, have moved to Austin, Tex. They have
three children.
Stephen Jacobs and his wife, Beverly, are
residing in Rockville. Steve is a manufacturing
coordinator for Woodcraft Industries in St.
Cloud.
Lanny Kuester is the Director of "The Colony",
a junior high drop-in center for the Colonial
Church of Edina.
The Craig Heieren's have a daughter, Erika
Lynn, born April 16, 1974.
Dennis Cin is an engineer with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers in St. Paul.
Robert A. Frost is an accountant with Roth's
Flor Mart in Lacrosse, Wis.
Patricia Van Kempen Christiansen is a
technologist at the Hinsdale Sanitarium and
Hospital in Hinsdale, Ill.
Carol Dahlberg is a nurse in the St. Vincent's
General Hospital in Leadville, Colo.
Tom Gustafson is teaching tennis at the
Houston (Tex.) Racquet Club.
Joseph Des Marais is a controller for Uhl Co.,
Inc. of Minneapolis and is living in Montrose.
His family consists of two boys and one girl.
Steven Haugland and his wife, Beverlee, are
living in Minneapolis where he is a contractor
with Haugland Building Services.
Mark Jensen is pastor of the Roslindale
Congregational Church in Roslindale, Mass.
He and his wife, Liane, have a son, Matthew
Peter, born May 31, 1974.
Duane W. Senger received his CPA Certificate
in March, 1974. He is employed by Trojan Seed
Co. in Olivia as a financial system analyst.
Stephen and Donna Bremer are the parents of
a daughter, Heather Jo, born May 26, 1974.
The Rolland Hokanson's have a son, Mark,
born April 29, 1974.
Howard and Vicki Howard Meyer are living in
Hamilton, New Zealand where Howard is
employed at Ruakura Research Station. They
have two sons.

Class of 1964

•

Robert Ophaug completed his Ph.D. in
December in Biochemistry and Microbiology.
He is now on the faculty of the University of
Minnesota teaching biochemistry to the
medical students as well as doing research. In
1974, the Minnesota Medical Foundation
presented him with the Cyrus P. Barnum, Jr.
Memorial Teaching Fellowship as the "junior
faculty member of the Department of
Biochemistry contributing most to teaching in
the Barnum tradition of excellence and
dedication".
The Steve McGuires ( Brenda Larson) are the
parents of a new daughter.
,
The Courtland Swensons ( Sylvia Sunquist) are
the parents of a new son.
John Nelson is employed by the Bureau of

Engraving in Washington. He and his wife and
two children live at 1717 N. Cliff St., Alexandria, Va. 22301.
Dr. Ralph E. Nelson Jr. was released from the
Army last December, where he spent two
years at William Beaumont Medical Center in
El Paso. He received his specialty board endorsement in diagnostic radiology and nuclear
medicine. They have bought a home in Visalia,
Calif. where Ralph is practising radiology at
Tulare District Hospital. He and his wife,
Denise, have a daughter, Tasha Rae, born
April 24, 1974.
Class of 1965
Karl Kieffer received his Master's from St.
Cloud State last summer, and is elementary
principal in the Upsala Public Schools. Karl
and his wife, Janet, have a daughter, Kelsey,
born Oct. l, 1974.
The Larry Hanson's ( LouAnn Barsness) have a
son, born April 30, 1974.
Dr. Richard S. Munson, assistant professor of
Art and Education and Director of Graduate
Studies in Art Education at the University uf
Iowa, represented UMM April 27 at the
inauguration of Phillip B. Secor as President of
Cornell College in Mt. Vernon, Iowa. Munson
resides at 322 Windsor Dr. in Iowa City with his
wife, Beverly.
Class of 1966
Gary Ensminger and his family are living in
Dallas, Tex. where Gary is a Senior Account
Representative for Control Data.
Robert and Cheryl Simpson Retrum are
parents of a son, John Charles, born July 10,
1974.
Raymond Rossberg is treasurer of Sci-Med,
Inc. in Minneapolis.
Alden Hofstedt is City Attorney 11 for Coon
Rapids.
Blue Cross-Blue Shield has employed James
Chan as a manager-systems in Topeka, Kan.
He and his wife, Beverly, are the parents of
Mark Jamison born August 16, 1974.
Gene Brolin has received his Master's from
Mankato State, and has accepted a position as
elementary school principal in Redfield, S.D.
Class of 1967
Glenn Miller is a marketing representative for
I BM in Minneapolis. He and his wife, Regina,
are the parents of a daughter, Nicole
Stephanie, born July 24, 1974.
James Spindler is a sales service manager for
Boise Cascade Corp. in Roseville.
A daughter, Nicole, was born to Dennis and
Ronna Ram bow Flesner. She joins a sister,
Denelle.
Former student David Thymian, and his wife
Susan Schmeichel Thymian have a new
daughter, Jennifer, born Aug. 9, 1974. They also
have a son.
Thomas Holthaus is a medical administrative
specialist for the Veterans Administration
Central Office in Washington.
Linda Oslund is a buyer for H.C. Prange Co. in
Green Bay, Wis.
Class of 1968
John Fricke is employed by State Farm Insurance as an underwriting specialist, and his

wife, Margaret Carlson Fricke, is a sociaJ
worker for Ramsey County in St. Paul.
Roger Wendt is doing graduate study in
sociology at Indiana University.
Raymond Bjornson is production supervisor
for Hormel in Austin.
Jeffrey Cassel is a student at the Mayo Medical
School at Rochester.
James Habicht received his J.D. Degree last
spring from the University of Minnesota and is
now an attorney for the Minnesota Power and
Light Co. in Duluth.
Linda Odd an is a medical I ibrarian at the
Medical College of Wisconsin.
Oliver Oddan is living in Stillwater and is
administrator of the Croixdale Residence in
Bayport.
The Curt Larson's (former student Sandra
Guler) are parents of a daughter, Erin Lee,
born Feb. 15.
Troy Steven is the name of the new son of the
Gary Buer's who was born Feb. 25. The Suer's
now have three sons and one daughter.
Class of 1969
Jerald Wohlrabe and his wife, Mardell, are
living in Phoenix, Ariz. where he is President
of Dillon Enterprises.
A daughter has been born to Virginia Carlson
Larsen, and her husband, Gary. She was born
April 22, 1974.
Pam Berg Schmitt and her husband, Larry,
are living in St. Louis Park. Pam is employed
as a sales assistant at Piper, Jaffray & Hopwood.
Don and Carol Conner Vogt are I iving in
Marshall where Don is manager of Cargill
Commodities Office and Carol is employed by
the Marshall Public School.
Jim Hollenhorst is an assistant manager for
the Wisconsin Chapter of National Electrical
Contractors Association.
Paul Tangen is managing the Minnesota Farm
Buildings in Blooming Prairie. Son number 2,
Bryce William, arrived on Feb. 23, 1974. He
joined a brother, Bradley Allen.
Gary Turck and his family are living in
Omaha, Neb. where Gary is managing a
Wool co store. He and his wife, Kerry, have two
sons.
Gary Boraas is teaching in the Madison High
School. He married Jane Olson last summer.
John Krattenmaker is production coordinator
for Parker Hannifer in Golden Valley.
Gerald Boulton is attending Drake University
Law School.
Eugene Schmidt is an analytical chemist for
Riker Laboratories, 3M Center in St. Paul. Bud
and his wife, Meridean, are the parents of a
daughter, Tamara Marie, born March 30.

Class of 1970
Janet Faith was married last July in Norfolk,
Va. to Richard Favreau. She is a program
coordinator for the Tidewater Virginia
Association for Mental Health and also a
vocalist for the Holiday Inn in Portsmouth, Va.
Barbara Boyle Whiteaker is a secretary in the
Admissions Office of North I and College,
Ashland, Wis.
Robert A. Peterson is a coach and teacher in
the Redwood Public Schools.

Sally Wittwen Ski I bred and her husband, Lynn,
have moved to Anita, Iowa where Sally is a
developmental reading teacher in the Anita
Elementary School.
Annete Van Der Hagen is now Mrs. Edward
Raitz and is living in Bird Island where she is a
swimming instructor and a teacher's aide.
Orville Omland is operation manager for
Zenith Products in Osseo. He and his wife,
Patricia, are the parents of a son, Paul
Michael.
A daughter, Carrie Rae, was born to Thomas
and Gayle Fairchild Schuster on Oct. 4, 1974.
Class of 1971
Linda Holecke is teaching in East Moline, Ill.
Rose Ann Faber has received her Master's in
social work from the University of Illinois.
Bob and Nancy Smith Holt are living in Minneapolis where he is an associate buyer for
Control Data.
Diane Stephenson is now Mrs. Robert
Henriksen and is stationed at the Fairchild Air
Force Base in Washington.
Nancy Matson Nystuen and her husband
James, are living in Siren, Wis. where they own
and operate a hardware store and gift shop .
Kenneth Blasing has completed his D.D.S.
degree from the University of Minnesota and
will begin his dental practice in Atwater about
mid -June.
Class of 1972
Richard L. Sandberg is employed by the
Veterans Administration at Fort Snelling as a
Personnel Management Specialist.
Penne Pelstring is serving with the U.S. Army
at Ft. Jackson, S.C.
Robert Kiley is manager of Thorp Finance
Corporation in Benson.
Harry and Diane Matejka Beavlieu are living
in Oklahoma City where Harry is Business
Manager of the Traffic Safety Research
Program at the University of Oklahoma and
Diane is attending St. Anthony's School of
Nursing.
Gary Moore is a drug dependency counselor for
New Connection in St . Paul.
Dan Gahlon is attending the University of
Minnesota and is also employed as an In formation Advisor there. He has almost
completed his Master's in urban journalism.

Sheldon and Eileen Krantz Bey are parents of a
son born Feb. 5, 1974.
Mary McCune is a teacher of deaf students at
Joe Kennedy High School in Minneapolis.
The Chuck Zimmerman's (Dorothy Youso, '70)
are managers of the Litchfield VFW Club in
Litchfield.
Lori Ann is the name of the new daughter born
to the Kirt Luebke's.
Class of 1973
Christine Carey is secretary for the college
center-student activities at the Normandale
Community College in Bloomington.
Jim Vance is Assistant Coordinator of the
Morris Area Chamber of Commerce.
Bruce Rheingans died March 27 of a heart
attack while on duty as a police officer in
Appleton. Funeral services were held March 3.
Yvette Martinson was married Aug. 4, 1973 to
former student Howard Schulz. Yvette has
been teaching in Finlayson.
Harvey Senecal is attending the University of
Washington for a B.S. in fisheries.
Class of 1974
Patricia Geers Chladek is a receptionist with
the Stanislaus County Welfare Dept. in
Modesto, Cal if.
Equitable Life Insurance Company has em ployed Wayne Knutson in its Benson branch
and Craig Willis in the Montevideo branch.
Shirley Anderson is teaching in Buffalo, N.D.
Walter J. Forney is a social worker for the
Pennington County Social Services in Thief
River Falls .
Diane Rosenwald is employed by Pillsbury in
the Research Development Department .
Melissa Lynn is the name of the daughter born
to the Larry Larson's (Cheryl Peterson '73),
born on July 29, 1974. Larry is farming and
Cheryl is a coach at the Atwater Pub I ic
Schools.
Christine Crumb has obtained a civil serv,ce
position for the City of St. Paul. Her job title is
Accountant I.
Florence Bartels has been employed by Data
100 as a computer programmer .
Bruce Dokkebakken is employed as a DHIA
supervisor in Jordan, Minn.
Muri Rinkenberger is a graduate assistant at
St. Cloud State College.
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